
Spring 2023

Many prayers accompanied the nearly 20 St. Pius X High School students, campus ministers and chaperones who 
journeyed to our nation’s capital for the National March For Life in January. The March for Life is an inspiring, peaceful, 
vibrant, and joy-filled rally of women, men, young people, and children from all across the country who converge on 
the National Mall and march on Capitol Hill on the anniversary of the Supreme Court’s 1973 Roe v. Wade ruling which 
legalized abortion in all 50 states. It’s the largest annual human rights demonstration in the world. TOGETHER, WE 
GATHER TO CELEBRATE LIFE. We celebrate each and every life, from the moment of conception. We envision a world 
where every life is celebrated, valued, and protected.

Above Photo
Left to Right: Micah Nolan, Mary Chirpich, Maddie Linville, Chaperone Lisa Ross Young ‘92, Gabi Garza, Frances Shields, Chaperone George 
Shook, and Johnny Witherow, navigating the metro in Washington DC.

March for Life



A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT

Dear Friends, 

Dream big! That’s what’s going on at St. Pius X this year! I’m excited to share with you 
a snapshot of our rich history and our vision for the future of our beloved school. 

We are thrilled to share that our inaugural Warrior Gala in October, presented by 
ECCO Select, successfully raised over $515,000 for the Scholarship Fund, the largest 
one time fundraising event in our history. It was an evening to remember and we 
thank you for your support of our students. We are pleased to have secured the date 
for the 2023 Warrior Gala, scheduled for October 7th, 2023. Plan to join us!

We celebrated the completion of new concession stands, Little Warrior Field and 
updated Press Box first semester, and continue to work to offer quality campus 
additions, better serving the students and families of St. Pius. The word is out, and is 
reflected in our anticipated enrollment increase this coming Fall. 

This year has brought steady growth and investment in our future by you - parents, alumni 
and friends. Together we honored our founding families who believed in not only strong 
academics, but in something more. They came together 67 years ago with a dream, a 
school providing a foundation rooted in Catholic faith and the best education available.  
Together they made this dream a reality. Now seven decades later, we honor them, 
acknowledging both the gifts and responsibilities this commitment to SPX created. 

Second semester brought news that our faithful servant, Principal Joe Monachino has been 
invited to serve our diocese in a new role and will be leaving St. Pius X after this school year. 

Over the last 37 years, Joe has lived our mission daily, leading our community, honoring 
our rich tradition of educating students in school disciplines, cultivating their spirituality, 
and providing the opportunities to foster teamwork and life skills in a values-centered 
environment. We wouldn’t be the community we are today without his leadership. We will 
forever be grateful. 

As we look forward, we pray to St. Pius X for guidance in our search for a new Principal, having faith the right person will lead 
us into our next chapter at St. Pius X High School. A Search Committee has been formed to locate our next leader, who is 
aligned with SPX’s Mission and Vision - someone who embraces our mission, who is ready to lead our community, honoring 
our rich tradition of educating students in school disciplines, cultivating their spirituality, and providing the opportunities to 
foster teamwork and life skills in a values-centered environment. 

Join us, on June 8th, as we celebrate together as a community, honoring the dedication of our SPX volunteers, of two retiring 
teachers Deacon Mike Elsey and Mrs. Jill Hamerle and Joe Monachino. You will find your invitation on the back cover.

Each of you are an important part of St. Pius X: when we began, now and in the future. Memories and stories provide the rich 
tradition of Warrior Pride upon which we continue to build. Together we will continue to build future Warriors, discovering 
their future, their purpose, in our halls and putting those lessons to work in our communities upon graduation. I ask won’t 
you please continue to support us, to ensure the best Catholic education available? 

Sincerely,

I invite you to visit our 
campus, engage with 
us on Social Media, 
attend an event, and 
share the great things 
happening at SPX 
with your friends and 
family. It is a great 
time to be a Warrior! 

Joe Ross, ‘89



Our Mission

“ To Restore All 
Things in Christ”   
                     Pope Pius X

St Pius X High School builds a 
foundation in faith, academic 
excellence, and lifelong learning, 
partnering with families to 
enhance Catholic morals and 
authentic truth for the greater 
glory of God.

A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRINCIPAL

Dear Friends,

As you may or may not have heard, I have been invited by our Superintendent of 
Schools, Dr. Karen Kroh, to serve this great Diocese, Bishop Johnston, and Catholic 
school system in a different capacity, joining her team at the Catholic Center as the 
Director of Athletic Programs.  

These past thirty seven years have been so special to me and my family. I can not say 
thanks enough to all the Bishops, Priests, Sisters, teachers, front office staff, business 
managers, development office staff, custodians, bus drivers, cafeteria staff, principals, 
superintendents, coaches, and you, the alums of this great institution, that I have had 
the pleasure of working alongside all these years.  

Thanks to the students who have blessed my life throughout these many years. Thanks 
to all of you who I had in a class and to those I coached in basketball, football, or golf. 
Thanks for putting up with me. I hope I had an impact on your lives as much you have 
had, and continue to have on mine and my family’s. Thanks also to all of the parents who 
have supported me and our staff over these many years under my leadership. Our faith 
teaches that you are the first educators of your children, I hope we were great partners 
on that journey.

Thanks to Dr. Edward Carlin, who in 1992 saw the leadership potential in me and hired 
me as his assistant principal. Through his friendship and mentoring, he taught me all I 
needed to know to survive this profession of school administration.

Thanks to my longtime friend and Assistant Principal, Bob Lee. We began this 
administrative journey together in 2001 and he has been with me through all the highs 
and lows. We made a great team and I will be forever grateful for our friendship.

Finally, a special thanks to my wife, Janice, and my daughters, Rose and Toni, for allowing 
me to do the job I have loved for so many years. It is not easy being a teacher/coach/
principal’s wife or daughter, but it was nice to come home to your smiling faces no matter 
what kind of day we had. 

St. Pius X is a special place and a staple in the Northland community. These past several 
years, under the leadership of Joe Ross, it has cemented its foundation even more. 
Thanks to all of you who have been so generous during my tenure with your time, talent, 
and treasures to make St. Pius X what it is today. We could not have done it without you.

I hope and pray that St. Pius X will continue to stay true to its mission that was started 
way back in 1956, to Restore all Things in Christ,  With our continued support and prayers, 
St. Pius X will continue its history of providing a solid Catholic education. Please, know, 
although I am changing positions in our Diocese, you and St. Pius X will be in my prayers 
and I will always be FOREVER A WARRIOR!!!

St. Pius X, pray for us.

Joseph Monachino, Jr., ‘81
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2022 GIUSEPPE SARTO AWARD 
The Giuseppe Sarto Award is the most prestigious service recognition that is bestowed 
upon the most special of Warriors. It’s given in recognition of outstanding service 
and is intended to show appreciation for significant and voluntary contribution to the 
advancement of St Pius X High School. It was first awarded in 1969 to Bob Griggs, Mr. & 
Mrs. Ralph Lewis and Mr. & Mrs. Carl Schembri. In October at our Inaugural Warrior Gala 
we bestowed the 2022 Giuseppe Sarto Award to Carrie Emmons.

Since August of 2016, Carrie Emmons has volunteered her time, talent and treasure 
throughout her daughter Finoula’s ‘20 time at SPX, and still continues to do so today. 
Carrie has spent countless hours planning, coordinating, meeting, and working 
on behalf of St. Pius X. Whether she is helping in the cafeteria, or assisting with an 
admission event, hosting an event at her home, or working the Warrior Pride Booster 
Club Table at the Football Games, managing the production of the Warrior Pride Athletic 
Program, or setting up or cleaning up for any activity, Carrie has performed each task 
with a thoroughness and eloquence that is truly admirable. 

Her work and dedication on revitalization of the Warrior Pride Booster Club is truly 
commendable. As a member of the Warrior Pride Booster Club, she is involved in every 
aspect. Her efforts in spearheading the Fall, Winter and Spring Athletic Programs are 
exceptional. She has spent innumerable hours working with coaches as well as our 
graphic designer to produce beautiful programs that honor our students and promote 
our school. She recently agreed to serve as a chair for the up coming 2023 Warrior Gala.

Carrie always has our communities’ and students’ best interest in her heart, willing to 
work diligently to improve the quality of life and the essence of education at St. Pius X. 
She believes in our mission and is an advocate for our school. Carrie, along with her husband Mike, established the Emmons 
Choir Music Scholarship in 2020. The scholarship has not only lessened the financial burden on some SPX families, but has 
also boosted our amazing Music Program. 

Carrie Emmons is truly a remarkable and enthusiastic woman! Guided by her passion for St. Pius X, Carrie exemplifies the kind 
of volunteer that every school would love to call their own.

Top: Cathy Lake & Carrie Emmons. 
Cathy is the daughter of the late  

Mr. & Mrs. Warren Robertson, the 1976 
recipient of the Giuseppe Sarto Award.

Bottom: Mike & Carrie Emmons

ST. PIUS X ANNUAL APPEAL
Each year we are renewed and inspired by our abundant 
blessings. YOU continue to enrich our students’ lives with 
your loyal support of our mission. Because of you, St. Pius  
X High School and our students are thriving.

Your support enables our students to have an 
amazing SPX experience in the classroom, in  
the lab, on the stage, playing field, and in service 
activities on campus and beyond.

We invite you to continue your support of our 
students by making a gift to St. Pius X again this 
year. It’s the power of alumni, parents, friends, 
faculty, and staff coming together that makes  
SPX experience possible.

We hope you will share your talents and gifts  
with our students by making a gift today at  
spxkc.org/donate.



2022 OUTSTANDING 
ALUMNI ACHIEVEMENT 
AWARD 
On December 6th, we honored 1969 Classmates Dave 
Hughes and Jim O’Laughlin with the 2022 Outstanding 
Alumni Achievement Award. Dave and Jim are most 
deserving of this award for the outstanding volunteer 
work they have done the past few years, continuing 
our rich tradition of educating our students and future 
warriors for generations to come. 

Dave has been an integral part of the revitalization of 
the Warrior Pride Booster Club. He has spent countless 
hours promoting the Booster Club, assisting with 
events and encouraging new members. Dave also 
serves as a School Board Member. He brings fresh, new 
ideas to the table, always keeping our mission in the 
forefront of his message. 

Jim has been a longtime volunteer and supporter of St. 
Pius X. Since 2016, he has been an integral part of our 
partnership with Catholic Radio, allowing our students  
access to a Broadcasting Internship.

Dave and Jim have served as Alumni Phonathon 
Volunteers and have organized two very successful 
class reunions. We are truly grateful for everything 
they have done for St. Pius X. They have truly made a 
difference in our students’ lives with their gifts of time, 
talent and treasure.

Jim O’Laughlin (left) and Dave Hughes (right) 
making calls at the Alumni Phonathon.

2022 SPX ATHLETIC HALL  
OF FAME HONOREES  
On October 6th, we were delighted to honor The Class 
of 2022 Inductees of the SPX Athletic Hall Fame at our 
2nd Annual Athletic Hall Fame Banquet and Induction 
Ceremony.

We honored the following alumni 
 Rick Ringel ‘82

 John Simone ‘86

 Brian Teson ‘99

 Jessica Ludwig Black ‘02

 Pat Cashmore ‘07 

 1981 Football Team 

All of the inductees brought distinction to themselves 
and St. Pius X High School through their achievement, 
commitment, sportsmanship, and leadership in athletics.

Individual bios of each honoree can be found at  
spxkc.org/honoreebios

Nominations for the Class of 2023 Inductees closed 
on April 18, 2023. The Class of 2023 Inductees will be 
announced in July. The next Athletic Hall Fame Banquet 
and Induction Ceremony is scheduled for Thursday, 
September 28, 2023.

The Class of 2022 Inductees of the SPX Athletic Hall of Fame
Seated L to R: Pat Cashmore ‘07, Rick Ringel ‘82, Jessica Ludwig Black ‘02,  

Brian Teson ‘99 and John Simone ‘86
Standing L to R: 1981 Football Team Members: Tom Willenborg ‘83,  

Bobby Roseburrough ‘83, Chris Ross ‘84, Bennie Palmentere ’83,  
Bill McCleary ‘83, Coach Joe Monachino, Sr, Tim Monachino ‘82,  

Anthony Palmentere ‘82, Mick Witherow ‘84, Jim Upschulte ‘83  
and Joe McNerney ‘82.
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SCHOOL UPDATES
We are thrilled to share that our inaugural Warrior Gala in 
October, presented by ECCO Select was the largest one-
time fundraising event in our history. It was an evening 
to remember and we thank you for your support of our 
students. We are pleased to have secured the date for the 
2023 Warrior Gala, scheduled for October 7th, 2023. We  
hope you will join us! spxkc.org/warriorgala

We celebrated the completion of new concession stands, 
Little Warrior Field and updated Press Box first semester,  
and continue to work to offer quality campus additions, 
better serving the students and families of St. Pius. The  
word is out, and is reflected in our anticipated enrollment 
increase this coming Fall. 

Our Warriors continue to exceed expectations on and  
off the fields and courts, with conference & district titles,  
several trips to state and national competitions. As 
our seniors prepare to leave and embark on their next 
adventures, several will continue as college athletes, on 
academic scholarships and even serving our country at  
one of the military academies. We are #warriorproud!

We welcomed 23 new members into the National Honor 
Society, St. Thomas Aquinas Chapter. Candidates must have 
a cumulative scholastic average of at least 3.0 and are then 
evaluated on the basis of service, leadership, and character. 
NHS members and prospective candidates serve their school, 
classmates, and community by demonstrating leadership in 
promoting school activities, academics and service, both in 
the school and in the community; in addition, they pledge 
to uphold the highest principles of morality and ethics. 
Congratulations to this year’s inductees: Avery Ashby, Claire 
Mosh, Uzonna Anikwe, Lucia Christello, Kayte Meese, Amaya 
Corlew, Morgan Melton, Grace Malony, Anna Giefer, Ashlyn 
Sell, Emily Heidenreich, Mary Lueckenotte, Brooke Chirpich, 
Walter Haugh, Benjamin Mitchell, Octavious Soriano, Jason 
Hall, Chris Pierce, Mary Chirpich, Shelby Dickey, Charles 
Dickman, Gabbi Garza, and Katie Revnew. 

Second semester brought new staff to our office; we 
welcomed Chris Monachino ‘83, Marcia Witherow ‘84 and 
Barb Chirpich to our administrative team. Chris joined us as 
our new Accounting Clerk, joining our Business Manager and 
Advancement Departments. Marcia managed the cafeteria 
for many years, and now she will assist the Business Manager 
and Athletic /Activities Director. Barb Chirpich accepted the 
Cafeteria Manager position after working in the cafeteria and 
Armoury for several years. She is the wife of Bill Chirpich ‘91, 
and they have one graduate, two Warriors here now and one 
more headed here soon! Please welcome all three in their 
new roles! Their dedication and commitment to our mission is 
one more example of what it means to be #foreverwarrior.
 
Speaking of #foreverwarrior, second semester also brought 
news that Principal Joe Monachino has been invited to serve 
our diocese in a new role and will be leaving St. Pius X after 
this school year. As we look forward, we pray to St. Pius X 
for guidance in our search for a new Principal, having faith 
the right person will lead us into our next chapter. A Search 
Committee is hard at work locating our next leader, who 
is aligned with SPX’s Mission and Vision - someone who 
embraces our mission, who is ready to lead our community, 
honoring our rich tradition of educating students in school 
disciplines, cultivating their spirituality, and providing the 
opportunities to foster teamwork and life skills in a values-
centered environment. We hope to bring our new leader on 
board in the next several weeks.

We hope you will join us at our upcoming event in June to 
celebrate our St. Pius community and the special people 
we’ve called Warriors. Your invitation is on the back cover.

St. Pius X High School 
Warrior Classic Golf Benefit

A benefit for The SPX Scholarship Fund

Shoal Creek Golf Club
Tuesday, June 6th
AM & PM Shotgun Starts - 

4 person scramble

spxkc.org/warriorclassic

W

ARRIOR CLASSIC

GOLF BENEFIT

National Honor Society Inductees.
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WARRIOR GALA
We are thrilled to share that our inaugural Warrior Gala 
in October, presented by ECCO Select, successfully raised 
over $515,000 for the Scholarship Fund. It was a wonderful 
evening and we thank you for your support of our students. 
 
Because of the generosity and support of our community, 
we have been able to offer larger need based scholarships 
to our Warriors for the 2023-2024 school year, and maintain 
a fund we can build upon for the future at the upcoming 
Warrior Gala. We are thrilled to have secured the date for 
the 2023 Gala, scheduled for October 7th, 2023  
at the beautiful Loews Hotel in Kansas City. 

The chairs for this year’s Warrior Gala are:
 Mrs. Carrie Emmons

 Mr. & Mrs. Ken & Lisa Kremer

 Mr. & Mrs. Jim & Cheryl Ross, ‘88 & ‘91

  And we welcome as our honorary chair,  

Mr. Darren Prenger, ‘99

We hope you will join us as we celebrate the students of  
St. Pius X and our mission to continue to provide the best  
in Catholic Education.  

For additional 
information  
please visit:  
spxkc.org/
warriorgala

REUNIONS

The class of 1969 enjoyed an evening of SPX Football and 
fun in September. The Class supported the St. Pius X Warrior 

Pride Booster Club by purchasing a viewing party for the 
football game on September 16th. 

Front row: Amy Bertrand Ubben, Jan Hinds Meyer,  
Mary Mesa Hanson, Cathy Berg Frohman 

Middle row: Irene DeMeulenaere Adams, Judy Donnelson, 
Mike Svetlic, Carol Cuda Disalvo,  Rosemary Ancona Sylvan, 

Lilian Rodriquez Genovese, Katie Othic Pittala

Back row: Jim O’Laughlin, Kathi Baker Alexander, David 
Hughes, Concetta Scavuzzo Crain, Bill Duensing,  

Tom Cassidy, Phil Scimeca

The class of 1997 celebrated their 25th Reunion Homecoming 
Weekend! They kicked off their celebration at the  SPX 

Homecoming Football Game. They also supported the St. Pius X 
Warrior Pride Booster Club by purchasing a viewing party for the 

homecoming football game and then celebrated Saturday. 

Front row: Melissa Lusero Springer, Laura Accurso Mulcahy,  
Anna Ferrara McGraw, Francesca Carracci Cuccia,  

Erin Duensing Schilling, Kay Saluto Schramm, Tina Miele Mormino 

Middle row: Mike Hamlett, Sara Walkenbach, Katie Teson Wells, 
Frank Carella 

Back row: John Taylor, Jason Grill, Vince Ross, Frank Termini,  
Jeff Wessinger 

1969 Class  Gathering

Class of 1997 Celebrating 25 Years

We are grateful to Anthony Simone ‘02, Mary Ann Litras,  
Eric Guetterman ‘02, and Darren Prenger ‘99 who served as our 

2022 Warrior Gala Chairs. Their dedication and commitment 
made the Gala a great success!  

St. Pius X High School 
Warrior Classic Golf Benefit

A benefit for The SPX Scholarship Fund

Shoal Creek Golf Club
Tuesday, June 6th
AM & PM Shotgun Starts - 

4 person scramble

spxkc.org/warriorclassic

spxwarriorpride.com



IN MEMORIAM

Alumni

William “Bill” Bing, ‘70, passed away on November 
5, 2022. Bill is survived by his wife Judy; his daughters, 
Meghan, Abby and Clara; siblings, Jack Bing ‘65, Karen 
Frede ‘75, and Carole Bing. He was preceded in death by 
his parents and sister, Peggy Hernandez ‘61.

Rene Passler Cangelosi, ‘78, passed away on August 5, 
2022. Rena is survived by her children, Gabriel Gutierrez 
and Andres Gutierrez; sisters, Lisa Rodriguez ‘79 and Ann 
Marie Hernandez.

Patricia Simon Cofer, ‘68, passed away on July 25, 2022. 
Patricia is survived by her brother Larry Simon ‘64.
 
Vincent Michael Cona, ‘73, passed away on March 1, 2021.
Vincent is survived by his wife, Jennifer Cona; children, 
Deanna Topper, Michael Cona, Leah Masters, and Vincent 
Cona; sister Kathleen Kemery ’70 and several brothers. 

Gary DuBois, ‘59, passed away on July 30, 2022.

Edward C. Enderson, ‘68, passed away on April3, 2023. 
Ed is survived by his wife, Linda; and children Nicole 
Napolitano and Jennifer Smith. He was preceded in death 
by his son, Andrew C. Enderson; and parents CN and 
Patricia Enderson.

Barbara “Bobbi” Nelson Flinn, ‘61, passed away on 
December 24, 2021. Barbara is survived by her husband, 
John; children, Megan Flinn, Colin Flinn, Erin Flinn, and 
Siobhan Schieck; siblings, Janet Nelson ‘62, Steve Nelson, 
MaryJo Schumacher ‘70, and Tom Nelson ‘77. She is 
preceded in death by her brother, Robert Nelson ‘68.

Robert ‘Bob’ Gann, ‘73, passed away August 27, 2020. 
Robert is survived by his children, Bridget Hickman, 
Georgia Dohrmann, and Robert Eldon Gann III; and sisters 
Gloria Silvers ‘60 and Marylou Campbell ‘66. 

Bobbi Jo Farkas Gray, ‘82, passed away on August 1, 2022. 
Bobbi Jo is survived by her husband, Kevin Gray; mother, 
Nayda Farkas; and daughters, Laci Marler and Talli Jo Gray 
‘10.

Judy Lee Harmeyer Hill, ‘80, passed away on March 15, 
2020. Judy is survived by her children, Rachel Renz and 
Mason Hill; brother, Brad Harmeyer ‘83; and stepmother, 
Lois Harmeyer. She is preceded in death by her parents 
and brother, Craig Harmeyer ‘78.

Patricia Hughes, ‘67, passed away on February 12, 
2023. Patricia is survived by her husband, Daniel Troutz; 
daughter, Karen Davis; mother, Louise Hughes; and 
siblings, Mary Beth Robeson, Christine Bossung, and Dave 
Hughes ‘69. She is preceded in death by her sister, Marjorie 
Hughes ‘71. 

Sharon Irick, ‘66, passed away on March 2, 2022. Sharon is 
survived by her daughter, Stephanie Reed. 

Christine Jones, ‘65, passed away on April 24,2022. Christine 
is survived by her siblings, Alan Jones ‘68, Brian Jones, Dr. 
Randall Jones, Douglas Jones, and Beth Jimenez. 

Christopher Lyons, ‘68, passed away on September 19, 2022. 
Christopher is survived by his wife, Vera Waechter ‘68; and 
children, Christie DeSpain, Deanna Jergenson, and Rae Lyons; 
siblings, Mara Sieve ‘70 and Tim Lyons ‘75.

Sam Marsala, ‘69, passed away on March 5, 2023. Sam is 
survived by his wife, Linda; children, Eric, Salvatore, Jr. and 
Josephine; and siblings, Phyllis Ciccio, Frank, Peter, Joe ‘77, 
and Barbara Green. 

Susan Schrick Neumann, ‘73, passed away on February 
7, 2023. Susan is survived by her husband, Rick Neumann; 
children, Megan Ann Henry and Brandon Michael Carrige;  
and brothers, Michael Schrick and Steven M. Schrick.

Michael Norris, ‘73, passed away on September 17, 2022. 
Michael is survived by his siblings, Debbie Ornellas ‘70, Linda 
Comfort ‘72, Pam Norris ‘75, Pat Rinehart ‘77, Teresa Watson 
‘78, Greg Norris ‘81, and Stan Norris ‘84. 

Allan Pickert, ‘66, passed away on August 5, 2022. Allan is 
survived by his wife Jo; children, Valerie Paxton, Lawrence 
Pickert, Christine Reynolds, Mary Hungerford, Katherine 
Beebe, and daughter-in-law, Emily Riegel; and siblings, Roger 
Pickert ‘68, Margaret Paesch ‘70, and Linda Andalikiewicz ‘72.

Dennis Robinson, ‘69, passed away on July 17, 2022. He is 
survived by his mother, Marie Robinson; and siblings, Patrice 
Priestley ‘65, Janet Pape-Keller ‘65, Lee Robinson ‘67, Terry 
Robinson, and Ann Pozin.

Ruth Ross, ‘77, passed away on July 21, 2022. Ruth is survived 
by her father, Fred; and siblings, Fred ‘76, Marie ‘78, John ‘80, 
Francis ‘81, Linda ‘83, Christopher ‘84, Jim ‘88, Joseph ‘89, Lisa 
‘92, Rosalie ‘94, and Vincent ‘97. 
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Please remember the following members of the St. Pius X Community and their families in your 
thoughts and prayers as they have recently passed away. We extend our deepest sympathy to 
all of their family and friends.



Eduardo Ruiz, ‘96, passed away on February 5, 2023. 
Eduardo is survived by his brother, Steven Ruiz.

James “Pat” Schmidt, ‘70, passed away October 22, 2022.  
Pat is survived by his siblings, Ann Mertes ‘68, Michael 
Schmidt ‘78 and David Schmidt ‘85.

Thomas Simone, ‘75, passed away January 14, 2023. 
Thomas is survived by his siblings, Anthony Simone ‘64, 
and sister, Mary Jo Giacomo ‘70. He was preceded in 
death by his sister, Anna Marie Sciortino ‘66 and nephew 
Tommy Simone.

Scott Tomc, ‘85, passed away on October 2, 2022. Scott is 
survived by his wife, Lynn; his children, Kyle and Marianna; 
his parents Dan and Karen Tomc; and his siblings Melanie 
Adams ‘79, Bernie Tomc ‘80, Kevin Tomc ‘81, and Kimberlie 
Lackey ‘83.

Donna Bruscato Travis, ‘78, passed away on November 
24, 2022. Donna is survived by her daughter, Paige 
Jobe; and siblings Paul Bruscato and Mary Walker. She 
is preceded in death by her husband Hal Travis; and 
brothers Anthony Bruscato, Charles Bruscato ‘74, and Nick 
Bruscato ‘76.

Russell Voss, Sr., ‘75, passed away on February 13, 2023. 
Russell is survived by his wife, Julie A. Voss; children Jarred 
Voss, Michael Devin Voss, Russell Voss, Jr., and J.D. Lundy 
and McKayla Voss; and siblings, Diana Rè, Letha Voss ‘77, 
Vickie Hollingsworth, Michael L. Voss, and Ronald Voss, Sr.

Deacon Tony Zimmerman, ‘69, passed away on February 
18, 2023.Tony is survived by his wife, Barbara Shultz 
Zimmerman ‘69; and children, Jessica Phillips ‘92, Laura 
Zimmerman, Rebecca Zimmerman, Christina Lenz ‘02, 
Amy Taylor, and Tim Zimmerman ‘06. Tony and Barb 
received the 2019 Alumni Achievement Award for their 
dedication to SPX and our alumni community. 

Friends

Warren Barlow passed away on March 10, 2023. Warren 
is survived by his wife, Lynne Morris ’65; and children Lisa 
Barlow and Warren E. Barlow III. 

Charles “Bart” Bartholomew passed away on October 
23, 2022. Charles is survived by his wife, Beth; and 
children William Bartholomew ‘84, Margaret Langdon ‘85, 
Christopher Bartholomew, and Michelle Tancos.

Frank Brancato passed away on February 10, 2023. He 
is survived by his wife, Teresa Jean; and children Roselyn 
Arnold ‘94, Dr. Sam Brancato ‘97, and Franie Polito ‘04. 

Frank P. Canino Jr. passed away on September 27, 2022. 
Frank is survived by his wife, Sharon; and children, Frank 
Canino, III ‘89 and Shannon Johnson ‘92. Frank received the 
Giuseppe Sarto Award in 1992.

Frank Capra passed away on June 29, 2022. Frank is survived 
by his siblings, Carl Capra Jr., Lucia Ornelas ‘69, Jerry L. Capra 
‘75, and Liz Mease ’80.

Jim Castor passed away December 9, 2022. Jim is survived 
by his wife, Pam Bowman Castor ‘68; children Eric Caster and 
Cindy Woods.

Rosalie Micheline Cicero passed away on December 
19, 2022. Rosalie is survived by her children, Betty Lou 
Campobasso, Margie Wessling, and Dr. Steve Cicero ‘72. 

Nick Civella passed away on August 2, 2022. Nick is survived 
by his mother, Molly Civella; children Anthony Civella ‘02, Zoe 
Stephens, and Frankie Civella ‘18; siblings, Carl Civella, Fanny 
Sansone ‘73, Vince Civella ‘75, and Tony Civella Jr. ‘85.

Tom Clossick passed away on January 6, 2022. Tom is 
survived by his wife, Connie Clossick; and sons, Kevin Clossick 
‘78, James Clossick ‘80, Steven Clossick, and Sean Clossick. He 
is preceded in death by his son, Tommy Clossick ‘82.

Connie Costanzo passed away December 16, 2022. Connie is 
survived by her husband John Costanzo; and children, Mary 
Margaret Costanzo-Schwaller, Peter Don Costanzo and Ross 
John Costanzo ‘86.

Barbara DeHaven passed away on December 16, 2022. 
Barbara is survived by her children, Linda Hay ‘71, Patti 
Robinson ‘74, Tim Wooldridge ‘75, Bob Wooldridge ‘77, and 
Molly Doherty ‘80. She is preceded in death by her son, John 
Wooldridge ‘70. Barbara received the Giuseppe Sarto Award 
in 1977 and is a St. Pius X Pillar.

Ann Giamalva passed away on August 12, 2022. Ann is 
survived by her children, Mary Badalucco ‘76 and Virginia 
Marshall.

John Glorioso passed away on March 9, 2023. John is 
survived by his wife, Gerry Scudiero Glorioso ‘78; children 
Heidi Glorioso, Stacey Donnici, Tony Mike Glorioso, and Maria 
Glorioso ‘06.

John Hagen Sr. passed away on January 11, 2023. John is 
survived by his wife, Helen Ann; and children, Michael Hagen 
‘73, Steven Hagen ‘80, Staci Hagen ‘84 and Lisa Hagen ‘88.

Virgil Hoffman passed away on October 18, 2022. Virgil is 
survived by his children, Mark Hoffman ‘74, Lynne Dyer ‘76, 
Susan Christifano ‘77, Denise Zeikle ‘79, David Hoffman ‘82, 
and Stanley Hoffman ‘86. Virgil & Mary Lee (deceased) are St. 
Pius X Pillars. 
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IN MEMORIAM, CON’T.
Sue Johnson passed away on November 29, 2022. She is 
survived by her husband, Harry Johnson; and children Amy 
Jennings & Blake Johnson. Sue was the St. Pius X Librarian 
from 2007 to 2012.

Marie Kissinger passed away on January 13, 2023. Marie is 
survived by her sons, Kevin Kissinger ‘74 and Brian Kissinger 
‘76. 

Joyce Ann Knabe passed away January 14, 2023. Joyce is 
survived by her children, Quinn Knabe ‘95, Ronnie Knabe, and 
Jennifer Alexander.

Joseph LaBella passed away on October 2, 2022. Joseph is 
survived by his wife, Judy LaBella; children John LaBella ‘81, 
Joanna Scavuzzo ‘83, and Joseph LaBella ‘86.

Betty LaCapra passed away on November 19, 2022. Betty is 
survived by her children, Michael LaCapra, Concetta LaCapra 
‘79, and Pat LaCapra.

Sam Maggio passed away on November 21, 2022. Sam is 
survived by his children, Sam Maggio ‘86 and Vince Maggio 
‘89. He is preceded in death by his son, Anthony Maggio. 

Ashlee Massey passed away on August 23, 2022. Ashlee is 
survived by her husband Jake; and children, Maddox ‘25, 
Easton and Avery.

John Underhill passed away on July 16, 2022. He is survived 
by his wife, Millie Saluzzi Underhill ‘63; and sons, John 
Underhill ‘85, Stephen Underhill, and Philip Underhill.

Warren Robertson passed away on July 15, 2022. Warren is 
survived by his children, Tom Robertson and Cathy Lake. He 
was preceded in death by his wife, Mary Lou, and his sons, 
Robert (Bob) ‘73 and Richard. Warren and Mary Lou received 
the Giuseppe Sarto Award in 1976 and are St. Pius X Pillars.

James Ryan passed away on December 31, 2022. James is 
survived by his wife, Joyce; and children, James ‘71, Judith 
Capps ‘72, Jolene Yoakum ‘73, Jeffrey ‘75, John ‘78, Joseph ‘80, 
Jerome ‘82, Jack ‘83, Jennifer Vutich ‘84, Jay, and Joan Ryan. 

Marce Schrick passed away on March 23, 2032. Marce is 
survived by her husband, Chris Schrick ‘83; and children, Tim 
Esparza ‘06, Emily Roe ‘12, and Libby Maughan. 

Theresa Wenski passed away on October 4, 2022. Theresa is 
survived by her children, Ed Wenski ‘79 and Valerie Gaul ‘82.

Susan Zollmann passed away on November 21, 2022. Susan 
is survived by her children, Patricia Kissinger ‘77, Steve 
Zollmann ‘78, Robert Zollmann ‘82, and Barbara Blasko ‘85. 

Nicole Chow McCoy ‘06 and husband, Shannon 
welcomed baby Noa Grace McCoy’s exactly at midnight 
on April 5th, 2022. Noa Shares her birthday with her 
Grandma Shelang Chow!

Emily Ross Newberry ‘09 and husband, Clay welcomed 
baby David Karl Newberry on September 20, 2022. He 
joins siblings Henry and Eloise. David’s middle name 
honors his late grandfather, Karl J. Schneider, for whom 
the St. Pius Gymnasium is named. His Godfather is current 
student, Vinny Ross.

Robert Lee ‘10 and wife, Liz welcomed baby Rosalie  
on October 30, 2022.

Marie Witherow Loesel ‘10 and husband, Aaron 
welcomed baby Mary Grace on November 4, 2022.  
She joins siblings Emma, Charlie and Rosie.

Rebecca Ross Bowman ‘11 and husband, Charles 
welcomed baby Carolyn on January 22, 2023, She is 
named after her Grandma Carolyn Schneider Ross ‘84.

Brennan Zapien Palazzola ‘11 and husband, Michael 
welcomed baby Luca Palazzola on July 21, 2022. 

James & Katie Witherow Winkler ‘12 & ‘12 welcomed 
baby Abel Francis on January 31, 2023. He joins siblings  
Eli and Shepherd.

Raeann Martin Ebbesmeyer ‘14 and husband, Teddy 
welcomed baby Isabella Ruth Ebbesmeyer to the  
world on November 1st, 2022. Isabella was baptized  
on December 17, 2022.

WARRIOR BABIES

Noa Grace McCoy David Karl Newberry Rosalie Lee

Luca Palazzola

Abel Francis Winkler Isabella Ruth 
Ebbesmeyer

Mary Grace Loesel
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Please join us in congratulating SPX student Briana Cirlincuina ‘26, for sharing her inspiring and beautiful testimony with 
the world. Briana’s story was recently featured in the Catholic Key and It was the perfect way to kick off the NEW Youth 
Voice column! We are so #warriorproud of Briana for sharing her journey in faith and being a light for other youth!  
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y o u t h  v o i c e

Understanding God
For me, understanding God is very difficult. When God takes 

people out of your life do you think, “why do you hate me 

God?” That is exactly what I thought. I feel like the Catholic 

Faith expects us to just understand what or why God does 

things in your life that you might not like.

Last year was a very difficult year for me, my friends, 
and my family. It started out normal but then suddenly 
one of my closest friends’ parents went into the hos-
pital. My friend’s parents passed the week they went 
into the hospital. That was when I started thinking, 
“Why God, why did you do that?” Then about two 

months later my uncle passed away and that was very hard too. And 
again I got angry and confused about why God was taking people away 
from me that I loved. Then a few months after my uncle passed away 
my other friend’s parents passed away, and I got more and more angry 
with God. I was out of town this summer and got a call from my cousin 
saying his dad was in the hospital and wasn’t going to make it. That’s 
when I stopped praying to God and didn’t want to think about God at 

B r i a n a 
C i r l i n c u i n a
is a student 
at St. Pius X 
High School

all. When my family and I had to go to church I would just sit there 
and not listen and think about how I hated church and wanted to leave.

My mom decided that she was going to send me to a religious camp 
called Camp Savio. Camp Savio was how God came back in my life. After 
Camp Savio I started paying attention in Church and learned that God 
does everything for a reason and that I just have to trust him.

During the time I was away from God I felt like the Church didn’t 
really help me. I feel like the Catholic Church really needs to help all 
those families and kids that have lost loved ones. I feel like bringing all 
those people into the Church can help everyone understand God and 
help all who are lost in their faith. 

For me, understanding God is so important now that I know there is 
no way I can ever be happy without God in my life. The Catholic Church 
should invite all that have been hurting or just needing God’s love. My 
friends that have lost loved ones have really struggled with their faith. 

Some of my friends still don’t trust in God’s plans for them, but for 
me trusting God and trusting in everything he has planned for me in 
my life is so important. Losing people you love is honestly the hardest 
thing, but seeing those people you love come to terms with it and grow 
even stronger in their faith is just amazing to see. Seeing my friends 
overcome everything that they had gone through is amazing. They are 
all the strongest people I know. 
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Losing people you love is 
honestly the hardest thing, 
but seeing those people you 
love come to terms with it and 
grow even stronger in their 
faith is just amazing to see.”

Reprinted with permission from the Diocese of Kansas City-St. Joseph



ST. PIUS X HIGH SCHOOL
1500 NE 42nd Terrace
Kansas City, Missouri 64116
(816) 453-3450

spxkc.org

thursday, june 8th 
spx fieldhouse at the spx stadium

open house from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.

at 6:30 p.m. we will bid a fond farewell  
to

joe monachino, jr. ‘81 | celebrating 37 years of service to the spx community 
jill hamerle | retiring after 23 years of teaching and coaching at spx

deacon mike elsey ‘76 | retiring after 15 years of teaching & ministering at spx

appetizers and refreshments will be served
please rsvp at spxkc.org/rsvp or 816.453.3450 x116

we hope you will join us as we wish joe, jill & deacon elsey a fond farewell. 
at this time we will also celebrate you - all of our volunteers & donors who share 

time, talent and treasure with our community. 

For an Evening of Recognition & Appreciation

Non-Profit
Organization
US Postage

PAID
Permit #4984

Kansas City, MO




